The pseudoscorpion genus Megachernes is recorded for the first time in Iran. Adults and protonymphs of Megachernes pavlovskyi Redikorzev, 1949 were found in a porcupine nest and under stones in the Deh Sheikh (Pataveh) cave, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, Southwest Iran. A short description of the species is provided, based on the main morphological and morphometric characters of the adults.
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Megachernes pavlovskyi is here recorded in Iran for the first time, having been discovered in the nest of a porcupine, Hystrix indica (Keep, 1792) .
Material and methods
Specimens were preserved in 70% ethanol; some were studied as permanent slide mounts in Swan's fluid and the others as temporary slide mounts in lactic acid (det. Christophoryovä, the Identification confirmed by S. Dashdamirov) . Microphotographs were made using the EOS Utility Software and a digital camera (Canon EOS 1100D) connected to a Zeiss Stemi 2000-C stereomicroscope. The female genitalia were dissected in ethanol and macerated using a NaOH solution, then mounted on a permanent slide in Swan's fluid. Microslides of the spermathecae were photographed using a Leica ICC50 camera connected to a Leica DM1000 microscope, using Leica LAS EZ 1.8.0 Software. Digital images were combined using the CombineZP image stacking Software.
All measurements were obtained using AxioVision 4.8.2. Part of the material is deposited in the Collection of the first author at the Comenius University, Bratislava, and the rest in the Collection of Department of Biology at Shiraz LJniversity, Iran (CBSU-Ar-Ps.l). Morphological terminology follows Beier (1963) , Harvey (1992) andjudson (2007) .
Results
Megachernes pavlovskyi Redikorzev, 1949 The species has been described under two names: Fig. 1 ). The temperature inside the cave is constant, about 15.5-16.5°C. The relative humidity was measured only on the visiting days; its values were between 72 and 84 %. Unfortunately, due to human activities, some parts of the Deh Sheikh cave have been destroyed and animal life here is endangered. Short description of adults (Fig. 2) The genus Megachernes, subfamily Lamprochernetinae, is characterized by the following characters Adults of both sexes were measured; the measurements and ratios are summarised in Tables 1 and 2. Females (4 specimens) Carapace and pedipalps reddish-brown, tergites and sternites brown ( Fig. 2A ). Carapace: about as long as broad, broadest posteriorly, anterior margin straight; eyes or eyespots completely absent; with two distinct transverse furrows; chaetotaxy of carapace: about 68-75 short setae, finely dentate apically, about 8-9 of which noticeably longer than others on anterior margin, about 40-48 in front of median transverse furrow and about 11-13 behind subbasal transverse furrow; many slit-like lyrifissures present over entire carapace. Chelicerae with 4 retrorse teeth on fixed finger; 7 setae on hand, basal 5 finely dentate apically, movable finger with one acuminate seta; galea welldeveloped, with approximately 9-10 short terminal and subterminal branches; rallum with three blades. Pedipalps ( Fig. 2A) movable finger laterally with 5 accessory teeth, fixed finger laterally with 9-12 accessory teeth; setae on trochanter and femur small and inconspicuous. Posterior corners of coxae IV lobe-shaped, enlarged and roundcd (Fig. 3A) ; pedal tarsus IV with a long tactile seta situated in middle of segment (Fig. 3C ). Sper- 3B ). Number of setae in genital region highly variable (Fig. 4 ). Abdominal tergites I-X distinctly divided, tergite XI undivided; chaetotaxy of tergites I-X (left+right half-tergite): 5-6+5-7:
4-6+5-6: 4-6+5-6: 5-6+6: 6-7+6-7: 6-7+Ö-7:
6-7+6-7: 6-7+6-7: 5-8+5-7: 5-6+4-6, tergite XI with 8-9 setae, including a pair of long tactile setae.
Discussion
Megachernes pavlovskyi was originally described by Redikorzev (1949) from cracks in a livestock barn in Turkmenistan and from Tajikistan. His description contains basic morphological and morphometric characters, as well as figures of an entire specimen, the chelicera and coxa IV. Beier (1959) recorded several adults and nymphs taken from guano in a cave in Afghanistan, considering the species to be a troglophile. Only the setation of the male palpal femur and the measurements of the palpal femur ol one male and one female were given (Beier 1959 As a result, M. caucasicus was found to be a junior synonym of M. pavlovskyi. Rieh material from the Azykh Cave was later restudied and accompanied by new illustrations of the male palp and female coxa IV (Dashdamirov 8c Schawaller 1992) . Profound Variation in many characters was revealed, particularly the dimensions of the pedipalps and the number of accessory teeth on the chelal fingers. Moreover, the Caucasian specimens were very similar to material from Central Asia and Afghanistan (Beier 1959 , Schawaller 1986 , Dashdamirov 8c Schawaller 1995 .
More recently, Dashdamirov (2004) studied a small collection from northern Pakistan that feil within this ränge ol Variation and was therefore identified as M. pavlovskyi. It is concluded, that M. pavlovskyi is a highly widespread and vagile species, probably as a result ol its periodic associations with bats and rodents (phoresis), and, perhaps, humans. The main taxonomic characters of the Iranian females examined correspond to those given by Dashdamirov (2004) . The material described here represents the first discovery of this genus in Iran.
Because the country is vast and ecologically diverse, further material of this genus can be expected. Moreover, this is the first record of M. pavlovskyi from the nest of a porcupine.
